
Pınar İpek �s Assoc�ate Professor �n the Department of Pol�t�cal Sc�ence
and Internat�onal Relat�ons, at TOBB Econom�cs and Technology
Un�vers�ty �n Ankara, Turkey. She holds a B.A. from Faculty of Pol�t�cal
Sc�ence, Ankara Un�vers�ty and a M.B.A from Ind�ana Un�vers�ty of
Pennsylvan�a. She completed her PhD �n �nternat�onal affa�rs at
Un�vers�ty of P�ttsburgh �n 2003. Her research �nterests �nclude energy
secur�ty, the EU’s energy pol�cy, geopol�t�cs of the Eastern
Med�terranean hydrocarbon resources, pol�t�cal economy of o�l and
gas �n the Central As�a and the M�ddle East reg�ons, energy trans�t�on �n
develop�ng countr�es, and Turkey’s state-bus�ness relat�ons w�th�n the
context of local modal�t�es of cap�tal�st development �n global pol�t�cal
economy. Her art�cles are publ�shed �n scholarly journals such as
Fore�gn Pol�cy Analys�s, Europe-As�a Stud�es, M�ddle East Journal,
M�ddle Eastern Stud�es, Turk�sh Stud�es, M�ddle East Pol�cy, European
Integrat�on onl�ne Papers, Percept�ons: Journal of Internat�onal Affa�rs.
She has also two book chapters on Turkey’s energy secur�ty.

ASSOC. PROF. PINAR İPEK

PROF. HALDUN YALÇINKAYA

Haldun Yalçınkaya �s the cha�r of the Department of Pol�t�cal Sc�ence
and Internat�onal Relat�ons at TOBB Econom�cs and Technology
Un�vers�ty �n Ankara / Turkey. Professor Yalçınkaya has been
conduct�ng research on Fore�gn Terror�st F�ghters of DAESH and
Counter�ng V�olent Extrem�sm s�nce 2014 and serv�ng as an academ�c
adv�sor for the d�fferent act�v�t�es of the NATO Center of Excellence
Defence Aga�nst Terror�sm s�nce 2019. He graduated from Kulel�
M�l�tary H�gh School and later Turk�sh M�l�tary Academy. Dur�ng h�s
m�l�tary serv�ce as an off�cer, he completed h�s post-graduate stud�es
�n Internat�onal Relat�ons at İstanbul Un�vers�ty. Dr.Yalçınkaya stud�ed
“peacekeep�ng” at MA level and “transformat�on of war” at Ph.D. level.
After earn�ng h�s Ph.D. degree, he had post-doctoral Research and
jo�ned the Chang�ng Character of War Project �n Oxford Un�vers�ty
between 2009-2010. Furthermore, dur�ng h�s m�l�tary serv�ce, he served
�n Afghan�stan �n 2005. He publ�shed four books on war and terror�sm
�ssues and several academ�c art�cles/book chapters on Internat�onal
Secur�ty �ssues focus�ng on new actors of the battlef�elds as well as
terror�sm. After serv�ng more than ten years at Turk�sh M�l�tary
Academy he has been Professor �n Internat�onal Relat�ons at TOBB
Un�vers�ty of Econom�cs and Technology s�nce 2013, as well as the
coord�nator of Bodrum+ Inst�tute 



 Prof. Dr. Yücel ACER �s a professor of Internat�onal Law and currently
the Head of the Department of Publ�c Law at the Faculty of Law,
Ankara Yıldırım Beyazıt Un�vers�ty (Turkey). He also works as sen�or
researcher �n SETA and the Nat�onal Centre for Sea and Mar�ne Law
(DEHUKAM). He rece�ved h�s undergraduate degree �n �nternat�onal
relat�ons from Ankara Un�vers�ty, the Faculty of Pol�t�cal Sc�ences, a
LL.M. �n Internat�onal Law from the Un�vers�ty of Sheff�eld (the UK)),
and PhD �n Internat�onal Law from the Un�vers�ty of Br�stol (the UK).
Prof. Acer d�d post-doctoral stud�es at the Faculty of Law at the
Un�vers�ty of Hawa�� �n the USA, and gave lectures at the Çanakkale
Onsek�z Mart Un�vers�ty, (Turkey) Izm�r Un�vers�ty of Econom�cs
(Turkey), Esk�şeh�r Osmangaz� Un�vers�ty (Turkey), Turk�sh M�l�tary
Academy (Turkey), and Atılım Un�vers�ty (Turkey). H�s stud�es focus on
�nternat�onal law of the sea, �nternat�onal law of armed confl�cts and
�nternat�onal human r�ghts law. He �s the author many academ�c
art�cles as well as the author of the books, “The Aegean Mar�t�me
D�sputes and Internat�onal Law”, “The Cr�me of Aggress�on �n
Internat�onal Law”, (�n Turk�sh) “The Boundary D�sputes �n the Aegean
and Eastern Med�terranean on the Bas�s of the Internat�onal
Jur�sprudence” (�n Turk�sh) and co-author of “The Asylum Strategy of
Turkey from the Global and Reg�onal Perspect�ves” (�n Turk�sh) and
“Bas�c Textbook on Internat�onal Law” (�n Turk�sh w�th summar�es �n
Engl�sh). 

PROF. YÜCEL ACER

PROF. ÖZLEM TÜR

Dr. Özlem Tür �s Professor of Internat�onal Relat�ons at M�ddle East
Techn�cal Un�vers�ty, Ankara, Türk�ye. Her ma�n expert�se �nclude
Turkey’s relat�ons w�th the M�ddle East (espec�ally Syr�a, Israel and
Lebanon), the Arab-Israel� confl�ct and the Fem�n�st IR. Her publ�cat�ons
�nclude Turkey-Syr�a Relat�ons – Between Enm�ty and Am�ty (London:
Ashgate, 2013, co-ed�ted w�th Raymond H�nnebusch); “Turkey and
Israel �n the 2000s” (Israel Stud�es, 2012); “Pol�t�cal Economy of Turkey’s
Relat�ons w�th the M�ddle East” (Turk�sh Stud�es, 2011). -“Turkey’s Role
�n M�ddle East and Gulf Secur�ty”, (As�an Journal of M�ddle Eastern and
Islam�c Stud�es, 2019), “Turkey and Egypt �n the Yemen Cr�s�s” �n
Stephen W. Day and Noel Brehony (eds.), Global, Reg�onal and Local
Dynam�cs �n the Yemen Cr�s�s, (Sw�tzerland: Palgrave-Macm�llan,), 2020
and “Pol�t�cal Economy of the Arab States – Wh�ther any Change?” �n
Youssef Cher�f (ed.), the Modern Arab State – A Decade of Upr�s�ngs �n
the M�ddle East and North Afr�ca, 2021.



D�m�tr�os Tr�antaphyllou �s Professor of Internat�onal Pol�t�cs at the
Pante�on Un�vers�ty of Soc�al and Pol�t�cal Sc�ences, Athens and
Professor of Internat�onal Relat�ons at Kad�r Has Un�vers�ty, Istanbul.
He holds a BA �n Pol�t�cal Sc�ence and H�story from the Un�vers�ty of
Cal�forn�a, Berkeley and an MA and PhD �n Internat�onal Relat�ons from
the Fletcher School of Law and D�plomacy, Tufts Un�vers�ty. He has
prev�ously served �n var�ous capac�t�es �n several research and
academ�c �nst�tut�ons such as the Center for Internat�onal and
European Stud�es (CIES), Istanbul; the Hellen�c Foundat�on for
European and Fore�gn Pol�cy (ELIAMEP), Athens; the EU Inst�tute for
Secur�ty Stud�es (EUISS), Par�s; the Hellen�c Observatory at the London
School of Econom�cs; the Un�vers�ty of the Aegean, Rhodes; and the
Internat�onal Center for Black Sea Stud�es (ICBSS). Athens. He also
served as an adv�sor at the Hellen�c M�n�stry for Fore�gn Affa�rs. He �s
an ed�tor of Southeast European and Black Sea Stud�es (SSCI �ndexed);
a member of the Greek-Turk�sh Forum; a Research Assoc�ate of the
Inst�tute of Internat�onal Relat�ons (Athens); an Expert at Global
Academy (Istanbul); co-convener of the Comm�ss�on on the Black Sea;
a member of the Adv�sory Boards of the Black Sea Trust for Reg�onal
Cooperat�on, the Internat�onal Inst�tute for Peace, V�enna; the Black
Sea NGO Forum, the Corporate Soc�al Respons�b�l�ty Assoc�at�on of
Turkey, and Global Academy. H�s more recent appl�ed and research
�nterests �nclude Turk�sh Fore�gn Pol�cy; Black Sea Secur�ty and Pol�t�cs;
EU fore�gn and ne�ghbourhood pol�c�es; Greek-Turk�sh relat�ons; and
Pol�t�cs �n the Eastern Med�terranean. He �s also act�vely engaged �n
several non-formal educat�on �n�t�at�ves promot�ng c�v�c engagement
and youth empowerment.

Dr. M�tat Çel�kpala �s a Professor of Internat�onal Relat�ons and the
V�ce-Rector at Kad�r Has Un�vers�ty, Istanbul. He teaches graduate and
undergraduate courses on Euras�an secur�ty, energy, cr�t�cal
�nfrastructure secur�ty/protect�on, Turk�sh fore�gn and domest�c pol�cy,
and the Caucasus. He prev�ously served as an academ�c adv�sor to
NATO’s Center of Excellence Defense Aga�nst Terror�sm �n Ankara
(2009-2012), espec�ally on reg�onal secur�ty and cr�t�cal �nfrastructure
protect�on, and was the board member of the Strateg�c Research and
Study Center (SAREM), Turk�sh General Staff (2005-2011); Academ�c
Adv�ser to the Center for Strateg�c Research (SAM), Turk�sh Fore�gn
M�n�stry (2002-2010) and Casp�an Strategy Inst�tute, Istanbul Turkey
(2012–2013). He was a Sen�or Assoc�ate Member at St Antony’s College,
Oxford Un�vers�ty, UK (2005-2006). He has wr�tten for several
academ�c publ�cat�ons, �nclud�ng Energy Pol�cy, M�ddle Eastern Stud�es,
Internat�onal Journal of Turk�sh Stud�es, Ins�ght Turkey, and Journal of
Southeast European and the Black Sea Stud�es. He also contr�buted
many conference papers on Turk�sh fore�gn pol�cy, Turk�sh-Russ�an
relat�ons, Euras�an�sm, and Turk�sh geopol�t�cs.
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PROF. DIMITRIOS
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Fat�h CEYLAN �s a Career Ambassador(R). Born �n Bursa �n 1957. He
Graduated from Faculty of Pol�t�cal Sc�ence, Un�vers�ty of Ankara �n
1979. Ambassador Ceylan attended post-graduate stud�es at
Rutgers/Pr�nceton Un�vers�t�es �n the U.S. Had h�s Master’s Degree �n
�nternat�onal relat�ons �n 1982. He jo�ned the Turk�sh Fore�gn M�n�stry �n
1979. Served �n Turk�sh posts and m�ss�ons �n Islamabad, Deventer,
NATO, Brussels and the EU. He appo�nted to Khartoum and Turk�sh
Delegat�on to NATO as Ambassador. Last appo�ntment �n Ankara was
Deputy Undersecretary �n charge of b�lateral affa�rs. He rece�ved state
orders from Sudan and Kazakhstan respect�vely for h�s contr�but�ons
to �mprov�ng the b�lateral t�es between Türk�ye and those two
countr�es. He �s the Pres�dent of Ankara Pol�cy Center, a well reputed
th�nk tank located �n Ankara. He �s a prol�f�c wr�ter address�ng d�fferent
aspects of Turk�sh fore�gn and secur�ty pol�c�es, focus�ng part�cularly
on NATO and European secur�ty. Ambassador Ceylan ret�red from the
M�n�stry �n 2019 February.

Dr. Şaban Kardaş �s a research professor at the Gulf Stud�es Center at
Qatar Un�vers�ty. He has publ�shed art�cles and book chapters on
Turk�sh domest�c and fore�gn pol�c�es, energy pol�c�es and �nternat�onal
secur�ty and has been an occas�onal contr�butor to �nternat�onal
med�a. He has taught classes at D�plomacy Academy, Sakarya
Un�vers�ty, Pol�ce Academy, M�l�tary Academy, and TOBB Un�vers�ty of
Econom�cs and Technology from where he �s currently on academ�c
leave. He rece�ved h�s doctoral degree �n pol�t�cal sc�ence from the
Un�vers�ty of Utah. Dr. Kardas also holds a master’s degree �n
�nternat�onal relat�ons from the M�ddle East Techn�cal Un�vers�ty �n
Ankara, and a second master’s degree �n European Stud�es from the
Center for European Integrat�on Stud�es �n Bonn, Germany.
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Mustafa Aydın �s a Professor of Internat�onal Relat�ons at Kad�r Has
Un�vers�ty, and the Pres�dent of the Internat�onal Relat�ons Counc�l of
Turkey. Prev�ously, he worked at Ankara Un�vers�ty and Economy and
Technology Un�vers�ty and served as the Rector of Kad�r Has
Un�vers�ty between 2010 and 2018. He was a guest researcher at
M�ch�gan (1998), Harvard (2002), and Athens (2003) un�vers�t�es, as well
as at the R�chardson Inst�tute for Peace Stud�es (1999), the EU Inst�tute
for Secur�ty Stud�es (2003), and the Inst�tut für d�e W�ssenschaften vom
Menschen (2018). He �s a Coord�nator of the Global Academy, Co-
Coord�nator of the Greek Turk�sh Forum, and a member of the
Internat�onal Stud�es Assoc�at�on, Turk�sh Atlant�c Counc�l, European
Leadersh�p Network, and European Academy of Art and Sc�ences. Prof.
Aydın’s areas of �nterest �nclude �nternat�onal pol�t�cs, fore�gn pol�cy
analys�s, and secur�ty �ssues related to Euras�a, the M�ddle East, and
Turkey. For further �nfo: https://www.mustafaayd�n.gen.tr

Dr. K. Ayd�n Gunduz �s an Ass�stant Professor of Pol�t�cal Sc�ence and
Internat�onal Relat�ons at TOBB Un�vers�ty of Econom�cs and
Technology, Ankara, Turkey. He earned h�s Ph.D. �n Pol�t�cal Sc�ence
and Internat�onal Relat�ons from Koc Un�vers�ty, Turkey �n 2017. He has
been teach�ng methodology and comparat�ve pol�t�cs classes at TOBB
ETU s�nce 2018. H�s research �nterests l�e pr�mar�ly �n the areas of
�nst�tut�onal change �n pol�t�cal systems, comparat�ve stud�es of
democrat�zat�on and autocrat�zat�on, pol�t�cal behav�or �n hybr�d
reg�mes, and Turk�sh pol�t�cs. H�s works have been featured �n var�ous
academ�c journals, �nclud�ng Pol�cy and Soc�ety, Publ�c Adm�n�strat�on
and Development, and Southeast European and Black Sea Stud�es.
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Dr. Gülr�z Şen �s an Ass�stant Professor of Pol�t�cal Sc�ence and
Internat�onal Relat�ons at TOBB Un�vers�ty of Econom�cs and
Technology, Ankara, Turkey. She rece�ved her Ph.D. and B.Sc. degrees
from M�ddle East Techn�cal Un�vers�ty, Department of Internat�onal
Relat�ons, and holds an MA �n Confl�ct and Susta�nable Peace Stud�es
from Kathol�eke Un�vers�te�t Leuven, where she pursued her stud�es as
a Jean Monnet scholar. Her major academ�c �nterests compr�se M�ddle
East pol�t�cs w�th a part�cular focus on �nternat�onal relat�ons of the
Pers�an Gulf and the Levant, and gender �n global pol�t�cs. Dr. Şen
publ�shed a Turk�sh translat�on of her award-w�nn�ng Ph.D. thes�s from
METU Press �n 2016 on the theme of Iran's post-revolut�onary fore�gn
pol�cy v�s-à-v�s the Un�ted States. She also authored art�cles, book
chapters, and pol�cy br�efs on Iran-U.S., Iran-Turkey, and Iran-GCC
affa�rs. Her recent collaborat�ve research focuses on gendered
perspect�ves of rad�cal�zat�on and v�olent extrem�sm. Dr. Şen teaches
undergraduate and postgraduate courses on Global Pol�t�cs;
Internat�onal Relat�ons of the M�ddle East; Pol�t�cs, Soc�ety, and Fore�gn
Pol�cy of Modern Iran; and Gender �n Internat�onal Relat�ons.

COL. Assoc. Prof. Dr. Petar Mar�nov began h�s serv�ce �n 1997 as an
off�cer - eng�neer of radar systems. He served �n the a�r defense
system of the Land Forces and passed through var�ous pos�t�ons,
�nclud�ng a sen�or expert �n the command of the Bulgar�an Army. S�nce
2010, he has been a professor at the Rakovsk� Nat�onal Defense
College. The chance and challenge to part�c�pate �n m�ss�ons of the
Bulgar�an army �n Iraq and Afghan�stan awakened h�s �nterest not only
�n the man�festat�ons of terror�sm but also �n the reasons for �ts
occurrence. Explores var�ous aspects of unconvent�onal threats,
rad�cal�zat�on processes, and asymmetry �n the conduct of operat�ons.
COL.Assoc.prof. Dr. Petar Mar�nov has undergone a number of
spec�al�zat�ons �n Bulgar�a. as well as �n Defense �nst�tute of
Internat�onal Legal Stud�es (DIILS) - USA and NATO Center of
Excellence - Defense aga�nst Terror�sm (COE-DAT) - Turk�ye. Col. Prof.
Dr. Mar�nov �s the ma�n author and head of the master's program
“Secur�ty and counter�ng rad�cal�zat�on and terror�sm” , and from 2022
he �s a member of the NATO Independence Sc�ent�f�c Evaluat�on Group
(ISEG) w�th the respons�b�l�ty "Counter-Terror�sm".
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Assoc. Prof. Dr. Mustafa Serdar Palabıyık rece�ved h�s BSc, MSc and
PhD degrees from M�ddle East Techn�cal Un�vers�ty, Department of
Internat�onal Relat�ons. S�nce 2010, he has been work�ng as lecturer at
TOBB Un�vers�ty of Econom�cs and Technology, Department of Pol�t�cal
Sc�ence and Internat�onal Relat�ons. He has recently stud�ed at
European Un�vers�ty Inst�tute at Florence, Italy as a v�s�t�ng scholar. H�s
ma�n areas of �nterest �nclude Ottoman d�plomat�c h�story, Turk�sh
fore�gn pol�cy and cr�t�cal geopol�t�cs. He �s the author of two books,
Turks and Armen�ans: Understand�ng the Controversy over 1915 and
Turk�sh and Greek Relat�ons �n an Age of Turmo�l (1821-1922):From
Coex�stence to Confl�ct as well as var�ous book chapters and art�cles
publ�shed both �n Turkey and abroad. 

ASSOC. PROF. MUSTAFA
SERDAR PALABIYIK 

Den�z Sert �s a Professor at the Department of Internat�onal Relat�ons,
Ozyeg�n Un�vers�ty, Istanbul. Before jo�n�ng OzU, she was a Sen�or
Research Assoc�ate at the M�grat�on Research Center, Koç Un�vers�ty,
M�ReKoc. An expert on m�grat�on �ssues �n Turkey and globally, she has
taught and researched at several �nst�tut�ons domest�cally and abroad.
She rece�ved her BA �n Internat�onal Relat�ons from Koç Un�vers�ty, an
MSc �n European Un�on Pol�cy Mak�ng from the London School of
Econom�cs, and an MPh�l �n Pol�t�cal Sc�ence from the C�ty Un�vers�ty of
New York. She got her PhD �n Comparat�ve Pol�t�cs from the C�ty
Un�vers�ty of New York. She has publ�shed extens�vely on �nternat�onal
m�grat�on w�th�n Turkey and �ts reg�ons. She was a Jean Monnet Cha�r
on M�grat�on and Mob�l�ty for the per�od 2019-2022. She �s also an
ed�tor at the IOM's renowned SSCI journal, Internat�onal M�grat�on.
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S�nem Akgül Açıkmeşe �s a Professor of Internat�onal Relat�ons and
Jean Monnet Cha�r holder on Hybr�d Threats �n the EU at Kad�r Has
Un�vers�ty (KHAS). Prof. Açıkmeşe �s currently a Sen�or Fellow at the
Centre �n Modern Turk�sh Stud�es at Carleton Un�vers�ty �n Canada
(s�nce 2021), and was a Jean Monnet fellow at LSE (2001-2002), Turk�sh
Academy of Sc�ences fellow (2002-2008), v�s�t�ng PhD student at
London School of Econom�cs  (2005-2006), Sasakawa Young Leaders
fellow (2005-2007), v�s�t�ng scholar to IGCC-Un�vers�ty of Cal�forn�a-San
D�ego as a US Department of State Fellow (2007), Black Sea Young
Reformers fellow (2010-2011), v�s�t�ng researcher at Stellenbosch
Un�vers�ty (2016), v�s�t�ng scholar at Harvard Un�vers�ty (2017) �n
support of her research on Secur�ty Stud�es, EU fore�gn and
ne�ghbourhood pol�c�es spec�f�cally from a secur�ty perspect�ve,
European �ntegrat�on, enlargement and Turkey-EU relat�ons. She works
as part of the ed�tor�al board of Internat�onal Stud�es Perspect�ves and
European Rev�ew of Internat�onal Stud�es, serves as a Govern�ng Board
Member as well as the Secretary-General of the Internat�onal Relat�ons
Counc�l of Turkey (IRCT) and served as a Member of the Govern�ng
Counc�l of the Internat�onal Stud�es Assoc�at�on (ISA) (2018-2020). She
has coord�nated and took part �n several �nternat�onal research and
exchange projects �nclud�ng EU-FP7 Mar�e-Cur�e Act�ons, Erasmus+
Strateg�c Partnersh�ps and Erasmus+ Jean Monnet Act�ons.

PROF. SİNEM AKGÜL
AÇIKMEŞE

AMB. (R) AHMET ÜZÜMCÜ

Ambassador Ahmet Üzümcü �s a career d�plomat w�th vast exper�ence
�n mult�lateral d�plomacy and d�sarmament and non-prol�ferat�on
�ssues. Pr�or to h�s appo�ntment as D�rector-General of the OPCW �n
December 2009, he was Turkey’s Permanent Representat�ve to the UN
Off�ce �n Geneva, where he cha�red the Conference on D�sarmament �n
March 2008. Ambassador Üzümcü completed h�s second term as
D�rector-General of the OPCW �n July 2018.
Ambassador Üzümcü has also served as Deputy Undersecretary of
State for B�lateral Pol�t�cal Affa�rs at the M�n�stry of Fore�gn Affa�rs,
Turkey’s Permanent Representat�ve to NATO and Ambassador to
Israel, �n add�t�on to earl�er post�ngs to NATO, Aleppo and V�enna. He
holds a Bachelors Degree �n Internat�onal Relat�ons from Ankara
Un�vers�ty and speaks Engl�sh and French fluently. He �s marr�ed and
has a daughter.
Ambassador Üzümcü rece�ved the Nobel Peace Pr�ze on behalf of the
OPCW �n December 2013. In December 2015, H.E. Mr Laurent Fab�us,
M�n�ster of Fore�gn Affa�rs and Internat�onal Development of France,
decorated D�rector-General Üzümcü w�th the Lég�on d’honneur (rank
of off�cer). In 2019, he was made honorary CMG, Order of St M�chael
and St George, by the Br�t�sh Government for h�s serv�ces to
�nternat�onal d�plomacy and the rule of law.


